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There are many ways to show your 
compassion and concern for 
children with disabilities. Recently 
we started collecting paper hearts 
from ICC supporters and delivering 
them to the children in our care. 
Each supporter wrote their name 
and a short message on the heart, 
and made the following pledge:

“I am committed to the goal of 
providing love, hope and oppor-
tunity to people with disabilities. 
I am willing to do what I can to 
achieve this goal, and to assist 
others who are also working to 
provide fulfilling lives to people 
with disabilities.”

Today, those paper hearts hang as 
symbols of love and support in 
rooms throughout our care centres 
— connecting children in China 
with friends around the world.

The One Heart campaign 
continues. Ask an ICC office near 
you about how you can send a 
heart-shaped message of love and 
support to the children.
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From Hopelessness to...

When I think of the hope brought through 
ICC, I reflect first on the hopelessness we 
initially encountered in the children we 
met and worked with. We all remember 
the darkened flat expressions, the lack of 
eye contact, and children who grabbed 
desperately at food or just refused to eat 
at all. In these children were the signs of 
hopelessness, children who barely held 
onto life and had ceased to know joy.  

Though 25 years have passed and much 
has improved in China’s social welfare 
system, each year we still receive children 
into our care, some of whom arrive with a 
sense of hopelessness in their eyes. But as 
we surround them with family love 
and attention, we see them slowly 
awaken to hope and begin to live 
again, with joy. Such transformation 
has shown us the resilience of the 
human spirit. 

ICC’s story is all about nurturing children 
and young people with love, and bringing 
them hope and opportunities to live life to 
the full. As the children have had their 
needs for belonging met, we have seen 
through them what hope and joy look 
like. If you have watched them dancing 
you may be able to picture what I am 
trying to describe. Some of them sing and 
dance freely and with flair, some sweep 
the floor with passion, all shining with 
hope each and every day!

A Life-changing Hope

One current story of hope and 
transformation is unfolding in the new 
Woodpecker family at the Hengyang Care 
Centre, which has two little boys that 
came into our care just two months ago. 

One of them is 4-year-old Qianqian. Only 
a couple of months ago Qianqian didn’t 
smile, didn’t walk and couldn’t stand to be 
touched. He didn’t know what to do with 
the toys in his new home. But Qianqian is 
now laughing and smiling with hope as 
never before, enjoying the company of 
the adults in his life.

Qianqian’s life is radically transformed by a 
stable family environment, daily “circle 
time” (a play therapy activity), patient 
caregivers who take the time to feed him 
at the slow pace he enjoys, and by two 
special and dedicated volunteers working 
in his family home. Beautiful Qianqian 
has hope that when he wakes each day 
he will have fun and have his needs 
met. This hope is changing his world.

Redeeming a Lost Pearl

We have seen so many lives like 
Qianqian’s transformed. I will never forget 
a child we cared for in 2011 and 2012 that 
transformed my faith in God to restore 
lives and bring hope. She came to us 
broken and malnourished, barely clinging 
to life. I confess to thinking she would not 
live, but we all took on the task of 
supporting the caregivers of this fragile 
little girl. Several months later, this tiny girl 

had started to come to life, and live with 
passion and quite a bit of spunk.

Seeing Pearl's transformation at that time, 
and learning the power of God’s love and 
hope, the verse that God revealed to me 
was from Ephesians 3:20:

God’s love and hope is demonstrated in 
ICC through the transformation and 
healing of children, energising them 
through his spirit, and bringing them to 
life. And in doing this work He shows us 
His love, His goodness and His 
faithfulness, and transforms us as well. To 
Him be the Glory!

Chuchu who loves playing enjoys
 his park outing with Kyla.

The Deep Roots of Love

Recently, I had the wonderful pleasure of 
travelling to the United States to attend a 
reunion of children who had been 
adopted from ICC’s care. It was such a 
hope-filled and encouraging time to see 
the children blossoming in their forever 
families. ICC has cared for 290 children 
that are now adopted across the world. 
Many of them are with their families 
because of the advocacy of ICC, and they 
are healthier and happier because of the 
hope and nourishment given to them, 
often from infancy, by the ICC family in 
China before their adoptions. To share 
with each child at the reunion that they 
were known and loved before they joined 
their adoptive families was precious to 
them. 

Hopes in the Little Things in Life

After the reunion I returned to our 
projects in China. There I saw our children 
and young people in Hengyang enjoying 
life, having fun in the swimming pool each 
day, going off to their special education 
classes, learning how to cook dinner, 
being treated for sickness in the clinic, and 
playing with their caregivers and the 
visiting Short Term Team. So much hope 
is being expressed in simple everyday 
activities that give life.

At the same time in Changsha, young 
people were having summer fun through 
different activities. Families raising children 
with disabilities have been receiving 
services through our Family Partners 
Programme (formerly Community 
Outreach Project), and had the opportu-
nity to go on summer camp. These 
families gained strength and support in 
the camp and heard a message of hope in 
the midst of what is often a difficult and 
challenging path raising a child with 
special needs.

Journey on in Faith

As we walk through our 25th anniversary 
year, we in ICC are looking forward and 
dreaming new dreams for the future. It is 
our desire to bring hope and transforma-
tion to many more lives, both children 
with disabilities that are abandoned and 
families struggling to raise children with 
disabilities. The challenges we face 
have never been small, but we will 
continue to walk with God in faith and 
obedience, trusting that He will do 
immeasurably more than we could 
hope for or dream of .

Since my first volunteer trip 
with ICC 19 years ago, I have 
seen so much transformation, 
and so much hope grow in 
the hearts of the children and 
families we have served.
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different activities. Families raising children 
with disabilities have been receiving 
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Outreach Project), and had the opportu-
nity to go on summer camp. These 
families gained strength and support in 
the camp and heard a message of hope in 
the midst of what is often a difficult and 
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Journey on in Faith

As we walk through our 25th anniversary 
year, we in ICC are looking forward and 
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obedience, trusting that He will do 
immeasurably more than we could 
hope for or dream of .

Pearl was adopted in 2013 and has since 
thrived in her loving new family.

     Never doubt God’s mighty power to 
work in you and accomplish all this. He will 
achieve infinitely more than your greatest 
request, your most unbelievable dream, and 
exceed your wildest imagination! He will 
outdo them all, for his miraculous power 
constantly energizes you. 
(The Passion Translation)
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Sports Fun on International 
Children’s Day

In June, members of our care centre and 
Family Partners Programme (formerly 
Community Outreach Project) held their 
third bi-annual Sports Day in partnership 
with a local school. Over 200 people 
participated and the day was a fun success 
for all!

CHANGSHA

The second quarter of 2018 
featured amazing initiatives 
and summer fun at our project 
sites in China. We are delighted 
to share these highlights from 
Changsha and Hengyang:
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PROJECT 
UPDATES

Proudly Presenting our Special 
Musicians!

Sun Wu, a young lady who grew up in our 
care centre, gave an amazing piano recital 
at the Changsha Concert Hall. Six other 
young people who are currently in ICC’s 
care gave an African drum performance 
which was also a big hit with the audience.

Summer Camps

In July, more than 40 children from the 
local community and their families took 
part in camps organised by Family Partners 
Programme. It was a rewarding time that 
provided the children with many new and 
memorable experiences.

The camps shared a common theme 
“It’s a Wonderful World!”
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Summer Pool Splash

The highlight of the summer for many of 
our children arrived on July 1, when the 
pool at our care centre opened for regular 
sessions of fun, frolicking and exercise. 
Swimming is very beneficial for the 
children, especially those with cerebral 
palsy, as it helps improve their muscle 
control. The staff and visiting short-term 
teams enjoyed the aquatic activity too!

Welcoming New Babies

Following the recent adoptions, two new 
babies, Guilu and Guijuan, were received 
into our care. Both babies are thriving 
through the love and care in their group-
home families.

HENGYANG

Adoption

Two children, Junhong and Jianglu, joined 
their forever families in Spain and the USA 
in June and July respectively. Both of them 
settled in well and are much loved by their 
new families.

Aren’t we cool?

Guilu is a little baby girl with Down syndrome.

Guijuan is a little premature baby girl who weighed just 
1.3 kg when she arrived at our care centre.Jianglu (second right) with her lovely family. 
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Seeing Beyond Disability

In China, children with 
disabilities are often isolated 
from the community. 
Schools are rarely 
wheelchair-friendly so these 
children are deprived of 
learning opportunities even 
if they are intellectually able. 
Due to extremely limited 
interactions between 
people with and without 
disabilities, misunderstand-
ings and a fear around 
disability are common. 
The sensitivity and 
willingness to see beyond 
disability to understand 
the person have become 
a rare treasure nowadays.

When did you last pause to enjoy the world and the people around you? 

“It’s a Wonderful World”—the theme of our summer camps this year, was designed 
to encourage campers to explore and be amazed at the wonder of creation. The 
camps not only give the children a fun time but also bring their parents, who care 
for them 24/7 with little support from the community, some respite from their 
everyday challenges.

It’s a Wonderful World
by Karen Norman, Project Manager &  Joan Sun, 
Family Partners Programme (formerly Community 
Outreach Project) Manager

At ICC, we strive to create 
opportunities for the two 
groups to mix together, 
learning to care for each 
other and to accept and 
appreciate the differences 
among them. In the first 
camp, children with a low 
level of disability were 
joined by a group of local 
school children without 
disabilities, who were 
amazed at how capable 
their new friends were. 
Besides playing games and 
enjoying some pool time 
together, the children learnt 
through doing interesting 
science experiments.

There was another camp for 
children with higher levels 
of need who require much 
greater assistance to 
participate in daily activities. 
It was the first time we held 
a camp specifically for this 
group. Overall, as the camps 
progressed we saw growing 
confidence in these 
children. Some of them 
have gone from being shy 
to being confident enough 
to even get up in front of 
other campers and give a 
performance! 

Impact on Families 

Feedback from the 
participating families was 
very positive. One mum 
who has a high needs child 
was grateful for the 
opportunity for her 
daughter to attend the 
camp and for the much 
needed respite she, as a full 
time caregiver, received. She 
has been struggling with a 
sore back so it was good 
that she could rest for a few 
days without having to lift 
her child. The camp 
brought many parents 
encouragement and 
strengthened their 
resolve to not give up on 
their children. 

Transformation in Volunteers

The Red Cross and a local hospital sent doctors and nurses 
to look after any medical needs that arose during the camp. 
They were very moved and said it was the first time they 
had heard about this type of outreach to families. They felt 
that the camps held great meaning. Other local volunteers 
also appreciated the opportunity to connect with these 
special children. It was wonderful to see 
blossoming friendships between the volunteers and the 
campers!

PROJECT STORY
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Join us today as a Family Partner to 
keep struggling families together!
www.chinaconcern.org/partner
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Children were shown how to build a volcano with lava 
bubbles pouring out of it. There was much laughter at the 
erupting lava! 

With the encouragement and help of our volunteers, 
12-year-old Xuanxuan, who has cerebral palsy and had 
never gone swimming before, has overcome her initial fear 
and fallen in love with swimming!

We parents are encouraged to not 
abandon them and not give up. 

Jing, a mother supported by ICC.
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Alison (left) and Li Xiong(right) during a therapy session.

At the Hengyang Care Centre, we have a therapy team comprised of nine local 
Chinese ladies. With the support of our Therapy Manager Alison Kennedy, a 
physiotherapist from the United Kingdom, this team runs different therapy 
programmes for our children and young adults, while also supporting our 

caregivers with equipment, posture and play advice.

“I think to be a good therapist you need to 
understand each individual child’s needs, 
their personalities, capabilities and 
interests, and then help each child achieve 
their potential,” Li Xiong shared when 
asked what qualities a good therapist 
should possess. 

PERSPECTIVE
Progress in the Eyes 
of a Therapist

by Li Xiong as told to 
Kyla Alexander, 
China Operations Director

My name is Li Xiong and I have been 
working as a therapist at the Hengyang 
Care Centre since October 2014. I have 
two children of my own, a 6-year-old little 
girl and a baby girl who is 9 months old. 
Since having my own children, I have 
experienced what a mother’s love is. 
Raising a child is a serious and important 
long term commitment and responsibility. 
Because of ICC, I have the additional 
honour to participate in raising the 
children here and to embrace them with 
love; I get to engage with them in play and 
therapy to help them grow.
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One of the children I work with is our gorgeous four-year-old Junwang, who has a 
physical disability that affects him significantly. My role is to enable him to engage 
in play and to learn. His body has particular postural needs that I provide for while 
we use toys and games to help him improve his body control and to give him some 
educational opportunities. 

When we first started therapy, Junwang often cried and refused to talk to me as he 
neither knew me nor trusted me. After two weeks, he started to know me better and 
felt safe enough to respond to me. He laughs and smiles now and talks a lot in our 
therapy sessions. Although he does not make much physical progress due to his 
physical condition, he is progressing with his cognitive ability and is learning in our 
sessions, and I get a lot of joy from working with him and seeing him progress. I 
really enjoy my time with him! 

One-to-One Therapy

A key part of my daily routine as a therapist is to conduct individual therapy sessions. Each 
day, I have several 40-minute sessions with different children. We pick them up from their 
family homes and bring them to the therapy room for their sessions.

Li Xiong is giving Junwang postural support to enable
him to use his hands and engage in play.

This aids his physical development and learning.
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In just a few months, we have seen lots of changes and progress in each of the 
children in the Woodpecker Family. When one of the boys first moved into the 
Woodpecker home, he hated the noise and busyness of circle time; he used to cry 
and try to isolate himself. Today, he is smiling and enjoying it, and even gladly 
taking the toys when they are handed to him.

Chong and Nan have impressed us by both 
learning the whole routine of the circle time 
and they are now able to start the new games 
and help collect and return toys at the end. 
Through circle time, we are also seeing the 
boys build relationships with others and 
Chong has started to verbalise a little for 
the first time.

The Woodpecker Family enjoying their circle time! 
From left to right: Beibei, Liu Jingli (kindergarten teacher), 
Chong, Li Xiong (therapist), Nan, Fu, Hilda (volunteer), 
Hong Furong (caregiver), Gugu

Daily Fun “Circle Time”

Each day we arrange a “circle time” in the different group homes at the care centre. We do 
the circle time together with the caregivers, kindergarten teachers, and often the interna-
tional volunteers. This way all of the children have an adult helping them participate. Our 
circle time is always fun, boisterous and noisy!

The teachers and therapists take turns to lead the circle time. Our goal is to provide 
games and activities that help the children develop physically, emotionally and 
socially, and at the same time have fun that helps them enjoy life.



Rongrong really enjoys the activities during class 
and she influences us all with her smiles and 
laughter.
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Conductive Education Classes

As a group of therapists, we also run 
conductive education classes every 
weekday in the care centre. The children 
in my group have fairly high needs. The 
classes are set up to enable them to 
develop physical, social and 
communication skills to help them in their 
day to day lives. Each child has a therapist 
or caregiver assigned to support them 
one-to-one in the group setting. We have 
seen the children making a lot of progress 
with this structure.

Outreach to Government 
Welfare Centre

Apart from the routines at ICC, twice a 
week one other therapist and I go to the 
government welfare centre to run a circle 
time there. We partner with a therapist 
and some caregivers from the welfare 
centre to do this. It is a very energetic time 
as the children there are less used to 
activities and structure. Although we are 
often left quite tired at the end, we 
sincerely hope that the children in the 
welfare centre enjoy the circle time and 
that they and the government staff learn 
through their participation in it.

On Persistence

I enjoy being a therapist in the Hengyang 
Care Centre and I am learning a lot from 
my loving and patient colleagues. I love 
meeting the children’s needs and getting 
them to smile and laugh and enjoy each 
day. While working in ICC I have learnt 
from the children too. The children we 
work with have difficulties participating in 
everyday activities, but they persist, over 
and over, and they work extra hard to 
achieve and finish tasks. The children’s 
persistence teaches me to also persist 
when life gets difficult.  

My hope for the children in ICC is that 
they are given a platform to grow and 
develop and show their potential to the 
local society. I want people to learn that 
children with disabilities are equally 
precious, and my hope is that they will 
live in a world where there is no 
discrimination, and where their needs 
are met. 



“Mama…” little Xuanxuan finally looked at me and called 
me with her soft and shy voice. At that moment my heart 
was melted and I couldn’t hold my tears. Perhaps it was 
her fragility and gentleness, or because that was my first 
time being called mum; it was a very emotional moment.

Getting to Know ICC

Xuanxuan is my sponsored child through ICC. Back in 
2013, I was still a student in the UK and had the opportu-
nity to hear Kyla, a long term volunteer with ICC (now 
China Operations Director of ICC), share on her experience 
in China where she has been helping abandoned children 
with disabilities for over a decade. She saw these children 
as precious and she called this place home. Deeply moved 
by her selfless giving and the life stories of these children, I 
was determined to do something to help.

After I graduated from university, I started working and 
received my first income which enabled me to support ICC 
children. From then, I became the “sponsor mum” of Beibei 
and Xuanxuan. Through regular sponsorship reports, I 
receive updates on my children’s overall growth and 
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progress. Sometimes, volunteers at the care centre would 
send me videos of Beibei and Xuanxuan. It is heart-
warming to see their faces, and it feels like seeing 
my family members from afar whom I miss dearly. 

A Mutually Transforming Sponsorship

Apart from financial and material support, every 
child needs to feel being loved in direct ways. I 
therefore visited my two children during Dragon 
Boat Festival in China. I still remembered Beibei’s 
sunshine smile and the warmth when holding him. 
This four-year-old boy is not able to stand due to 
compressed nerves caused by the abnormal swelling 
in his brain. Little does he know about his physical 
condition, he is enjoying life and spreading joy 
everywhere he goes!

My other sponsored child Xuanxuan is a lovely girl. 
She was abandoned by her parents due to cerebral 
palsy. During my visit, I pushed her in her wheelchair 
and tried to take her to swim. She was very shy and 
quiet at first but gradually loosened up after some 
encouragement and praise. 

I will not forget my times with these two beautiful 
lives. Having the ability to love and help transform 
other people’s lives is deeply meaningful and 
precious to me! It is a blessing to give and the joy 
received is immeasurable. I hope to keep walking alongside 
Beibei and Xuanxuan in their lives, and I call on more and 
more people to be part of this life-changing 
sponsorship journey, bringing love, hope and opportunity 
to these special and precious lives!

HAND-IN-HAND SPONSORSHIP
On Being a Sponsor Mum
By Mingyan Peng (ICC Child Sponsor)
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“Mama…” little Xuanxuan finally looked at me and called 
me with her soft and shy voice. At that moment my heart 
was melted and I couldn’t hold my tears. Perhaps it was 
her fragility and gentleness, or because that was my first 
time being called mum; it was a very emotional moment.

Getting to Know ICC

Xuanxuan is my sponsored child through ICC. Back in 
2013, I was still a student in the UK and had the opportu-
nity to hear Kyla, a long term volunteer with ICC (now 
China Operations Director of ICC), share on her experience 
in China where she has been helping abandoned children 
with disabilities for over a decade. She saw these children 
as precious and she called this place home. Deeply moved 
by her selfless giving and the life stories of these children, I 
was determined to do something to help.

After I graduated from university, I started working and 
received my first income which enabled me to support ICC 
children. From then, I became the “sponsor mum” of Beibei 
and Xuanxuan. Through regular sponsorship reports, I 
receive updates on my children’s overall growth and 

progress. Sometimes, volunteers at the care centre would 
send me videos of Beibei and Xuanxuan. It is heart-
warming to see their faces, and it feels like seeing 
my family members from afar whom I miss dearly. 

A Mutually Transforming Sponsorship

Apart from financial and material support, every 
child needs to feel being loved in direct ways. I 
therefore visited my two children during Dragon 
Boat Festival in China. I still remembered Beibei’s 
sunshine smile and the warmth when holding him. 
This four-year-old boy is not able to stand due to 
compressed nerves caused by the abnormal swelling 
in his brain. Little does he know about his physical 
condition, he is enjoying life and spreading joy 
everywhere he goes!

My other sponsored child Xuanxuan is a lovely girl. 
She was abandoned by her parents due to cerebral 
palsy. During my visit, I pushed her in her wheelchair 
and tried to take her to swim. She was very shy and 
quiet at first but gradually loosened up after some 
encouragement and praise. 

I will not forget my times with these two beautiful 
lives. Having the ability to love and help transform 
other people’s lives is deeply meaningful and 
precious to me! It is a blessing to give and the joy 
received is immeasurable. I hope to keep walking alongside 
Beibei and Xuanxuan in their lives, and I call on more and 
more people to be part of this life-changing 
sponsorship journey, bringing love, hope and opportunity 
to these special and precious lives!

Mingyan treasures time with her precious 
sponsored children Xuanxuan (left) and 
Beibei.

Mingyan (middle) and other volunteers help 

take care of the children at ICC’s care centre.

WALK “HAND-IN-HAND” 
with a child in ICC’s care!

www.chinaconcern.org/sponsor



VOLUNTEER
US Volunteers Return to Birth Province to Care for 
ICC Children
by Aaron and Sonia Gunkel 

Aaron and Sonia were adopted from Hunan Province in China, and they became 
siblings in their adoptive family in the U.S. This summer, they decided to share 
the many blessings and love they have received by volunteering with ICC. The 
whole experience was particularly meaningful to Aaron as he was cared for by 
ICC when he was a baby. 

There is nothing better than being able to spark laughter in a child, or to bring a smile to 
his or her face. This is a truth we discovered while serving at ICC’s Hengyang Care Centre 
on a Short Term Team for two weeks this July. To our delight, while we were there, we 
experienced the power of love as we worked with the sweet, adorable children under ICC’s 
care, and allowed them to forever carve out a special place in our hearts.

ICC will always be special to us, not only because of the precious memories we made in 
Hengyang this summer, but also because and more importantly, working with the children 
at Hengyang held deep meaning for us, since both of us are Chinese adoptees.

SONIA SHARES:

A major highlight of our time in Hengyang was being able to 
see the huge amount of progress made by some of the children 
during our two weeks on the team. One such child was Fufu 
who mostly kept to himself and did not interact very much 
with others. However, by the end of my group’s time at ICC, 
Fufu was laughing, smiling, exploring, and giving us hugs, 
which was wonderful to see. In addition, on our last full day of 
work, I was able to help Fufu climb two flights of stairs which is 
something he was not able to do before. I stand amazed by the 
night-and-day difference in Fufu at the end of my group’s time 
with him. Finding ways to connect with these children, 
each in their own special way, brought us great joy.
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AARON SHARES:

My teammates and I were amazed at the perseverance of the 
caregivers at the orphanage as they cared for their designated 
children around the clock without tiring out. It was also 
surprising to learn that the caregivers did night shifts as well, as 
the boys we worked with were often active at night.

We are so thankful for this incredible opportunity, and we 
hope that the experiences we went through and the lessons 
that we learned will stay with us, and continue to shape us, 
for the rest of our lives.  

Thank you, ICC, for the impact that you are making not 
only in the lives of the children you serve, but also in the 
lives of the volunteers whom you allow to share in the work 
that you do.

 Join the next 
Short Term Team:  
January 6-19, 2019

www.chinaconcern.org/go

     "The kids seemed so happy," shared 
Aaron. "They were always waiting to 
greet us at the door, and they never 
ceased smiling. It was a privilege to work 
with them."
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NEWS & EVENTS
UPDATES FROM ICC OFFICES

ICC Advocate

Lillian Li shared the ICC story at the Mueller 
College School Fete on July 21. Lillian is a 
great advocate of ICC and organises a 
Mueller College Volunteer Team to ICC 
projects every second year in which 
students can participate and get involved 
hands on with the children in our care. 
Students find this an incredibly rewarding 
experience. 
 
Volunteering Expo

On Aug 15, we ran a booth at the Volun-
teering Expo at Ipswich State High School, 
where students could visit on their lunch 
and hear about ways they could get 
involved in organisations operating in their 
local area. The ICC booth was a great 
success as students showed their commit-
ment to children with disabilities by signing 
a heart-shaped card, learning about the 
mission and vision of ICC and how they can 
be part of this journey of love. 

ICC Canada

Meet our Toronto volunteer team (from left): 
Ann Marie Payne, Madeline Fok, Kiak Tingchaleun, 
Peter Lam, Zailing Fan, Winnie Zhou, Xiaoai Chen, 
Anna Reeves, Chris Reeves, Sylvia Lau and 
Wilman Lau. 

Toronto Volunteer Team

We are greatly indebted to the amazing 
Toronto volunteer team which has helped 
organise the Walk The Wall events in 
Toronto for the past eight years. As a token 
of appreciation, we gave each team 
member a copy of “China’s Oasis”, the book 
commemorating  ICC’s 25th Anniversary, 
which also helps them connect deeper with 
ICC’s history.

 

“Treasures In Jars Of Clay”

Esther Lee, a former staff of ICC Canada, 
shared a message on 2 Corinthians 4:1-18, 
titled “Treasures in Jars of Clay”, at the 
Evangelical Chinese Bible Church to 
advocate ICC’s work. Her message was 
positively received, and we are deeply 
grateful for the generous donations from 
the congregation.



Short Term Team Visits

In July and August, two groups of volunteers 
from Australia, Canada, Singapore, the UK 
and the US visited our children and young 
adults at the Hengyang Care Centre, 
spending fun and quality time on a range of 
activities from crafting to swimming.
  

Rejuvenated Caregivers

During August 9-12, a group of 
volunteers from Shanghai organised a 
wonderful gathering for our caregivers to 
take a break from their work, enjoying good 
food, fun games and quality sharing time. 
The group also spent time with some young 
adults from the community, adding some 
colour to their summer holiday.

ICC China
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New Executive Director

Please join us in welcoming David Chang 
who has recently joined ICC Hong Kong as 
our Executive Director.  David has held 
many significant roles in the corporate 
world over a 20-year span with great 
success, and will surely bring leadership and 
vision to the Hong Kong team.  We look 
forward to working with David towards 
ICC’s future goals! 

Donor Trips To China

We led a trip to Changsha from July 1-3, 
which has significantly helped foster our 
relationship with our donors. A trip 
participant and long-time donor shared, “I 
felt the quality care, unrelenting love and 
godly hope brought by the grace of Jesus 
via the caregivers…I believe that while we 
live in Hong Kong with abundant resources 
and almost without any deficiency, we can 
share our compassion with ICC’s kids and 
youths.” After the visit, a retired couple 
made the decision to sponsor five children.

ICC Hong Kong

Sign up for our trips to
Hengyang (HY) & Changsha (CS) in 2019:

Feb 28-Mar 2 (HY) |  Jun 13-15 (CS)
Aug 29-31 (CS) | Nov 28-30 (HY)
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Circle Of Hope

We were really excited to host the UK’s first 
ever Circle of Hope Dinner - Celebrating 
the past and Dreaming the Future. Guest 
speaker Kyla Alexander, ICC’s China 
Operations Director shared life-changing 
stories of love, hope and opportunity. It was 
a wonderful occasion to meet old friends 
and make new ones. Keep up to date with 
all upcoming events on our Facebook 
page!

Fundraising

18 ICC Heroes have pledged to raise £500 
each before the end of 2018. Thank you to 
all our Heroes, we could not do what we 
do for the children without you! Mara-
thons, selling used items, busking, these are 
just a few of the things our Heroes are 
doing out there. Want to do something 
extraordinary? Be an ICC Hero! To find out 
more, please contact 
rebecca.pearey@chinaconcern.org

ICC UK & Republic of Ireland American Friends of ICC

ICC Hero Hannah Stocks put on her running shoes for 
her first half marathon to raise funds for our children 
and young people who are each so uniquely beautiful 
and special.

FN Reunion Deepens Connections

Squeals of joy could be heard 
throughout Indianapolis, Indiana the 
weekend of July 19-23 as we hosted our 
second Adoptive Families Network (AFN) 
Reunion. 14 families from around the USA, 
each with a child adopted from ICC, joined  
and shared memories of ICC. 

“Our son Caleb loved the reunion weekend. 
He made new friends and reconnected with 
old ones,” said Jill Schooley whose family 
drove over 300 miles to attend. “We are 
grateful for the opportunity ICC provides 
him to connect to his past.”

 

Reunion attendees agreed that a special 
part of the weekend was the presence of 
Kyla Alexander, ICC’s China Operations 
Director, who shared life stories of ICC’s 
children as well as updates on current work. 
With 61 people joining the weekend 
activities, hearts were full at the conclusion 
as each in attendance was and continues to 
be connected to ICC’s mission.

Attending families gathered at Conner Prairie to engage 
in the living history museum fun.



Indianapolis, USA
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Redcliff, Australia                   
      (Photo credit: Rebekah Cruz)

More walks to take place between now and November in

Australia, China, Hong Kong, Ireland, Singapore, UK and USA!
 SIGN UP NOW!

www.walkthewall.org

By joining the Walk, sponsoring a participant or making a donation,
 you will be transforming the lives of children in ICC’s care! 

Walk the Wall is a global walkathon that takes place in over 30 cities 
around the world to give life and end abandonment!

Changsha, China

Toronto, Canada



SINGAPORE

+65 9684 6914

singapore@chinaconcern.org

Pray for ICC Be a Volunteer Give Support

International China Concern

www.chinaconcern.org
WeChat QR Code

CONNECT  WITH  ICC
AUSTRALIA

+ 61 (0) 7 3812 8118

australia@chinaconcern.org

www.facebook.com/australiaicc

CANADA

+1 604 322 3119

canada@chinaconcern.org

www.facebook.com/
chinaconcerncanada

CHINA

+86 731 85231546

china@chinaconcern.org

HONG KONG

+852 2529 2952

hongkong@chinaconcern.org

www.facebook.com/hongkongicc

NETHERLANDS

+31 79 323 0343

nederland@chinaconcern.org

 UNITED KINGDOM & 
REPUBLIC OF IRELAND

+ 44 (0) 191 2611079

uk@chinaconcern.org

www.facebook.com/chinaconcernuk 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

+1 360 746 8520

usa@chinaconcern.org

www.facebook.com/
AmericanFriendsofICC 


